Inter-County Association of Western New York

Representing the Counties of Allegany, Catlaraugus, Cayuga, Chautaugqua, Chemung, Erie, Genesee,
Livingston, Monroe, Niagara, Ontario, Orleans, Schuyler, Seneca, Steuben, Tompkins, Wayne, Wyoming, and Yates.

RESOLUTION NO. 20623-04-1C

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING NEW YORK STATE SENATE BILL S.2862
AUTHORIZING MUNICIPALITIES TO OFFER REAL PROPERTY TAX CREDITS TO CERTAIN
VOLUNTEERS WHO LIVE IN ONE MUNICIPALITY BUT WHO SERVE IN NEIGHBORING
MUNICIPALITIES

Sponsored By: Chemung County
Moved By: Thomas Sweet (Chemung)
Seconded By: Mark Rondinaro (Schuyler)

WHEREAS, Inter-County Association of Western New York is made up of rural upstate counties with large
geographic areas which are dependent upon fully-staffed and trained volunteers for fire protection and
emergency ambulance services; and

WHEREAS, it is cost-prohibitive for Counties of Western New York with many small municipal governments
to establish paid fire departments and employ professional firefighters and ambulance workers in order to meet
the community’s fire and emergency medical needs; and

WHEREAS, it has become increasingly difficult in recent years to recruit, train and retain volunteers in
sufficient numbers to meet the fire and ambulance service needs of our community; and

WHEREAS, without a sufficient number of volunteer fire companies disbursed among a wide geographic
area, and without each having a sufficient number of volunteers to respond to emergencies, the residents,
property and insurance rates are be adversely impacted; and

WHEREAS, providing incentives to encourage able-bodied men and women to become and to decide to
remain as active volunteer firefighters and ambulance workers is vitally important to the safety of persons and
property throughout the Counties of Western New Y ork; and

WHEREAS, New York State Senate Bill S.2862 would authorize municipalities to offer real property tax
credits to volunteer firefighters and ambulance workers that live in neighboring counties; and

WHEREAS, New York State Senate Bill S.2862 would improve the pool of potential volunteers who would
be incentivized to volunteer with volunteer fire departments, and would therefore have a tangible positive
impact on the provision of emergency services; now therefore, be it

RESOLVED that the Inter-County Association of Western New York does hereby support New York State
Senate Bill 5.2682, an Act to amend the real property tax law in relation to volunteer firefighter and volunteer
ambulance workers by adding a new section 466-1 to read as follows: Extension of benefits. Any governing
body of a city, village, town, county, or school district that has provided a real property tax credit to volunteer
firefighters and volunteer ambulance workers serving the municipality in which they reside, notwithstanding
any provision of this title to the contrary, is hereby authorized to extend such real property tax credit to any
volunteer services to a neighboring city, village, town, county or school district.

This is to Certify that I, the undersigned, Secretary of the Inter-County Association of Western New York, have compared the foregoing
copy of resolution with the original resolution now on file in this office and which was duly adepted by the Association at a session
held on the 21%* day of April 2023 and that the same is a true copy of said original and of the whole thereof. In Witness Whereof, [ have
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Inter-County Association of Wesbern New York

Sponsored by: Chemung County, Moved by: Thomas Sweet (Chemung), Seconded by: Mark Rondinare
(Schuyler)




